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INTRODUCTION . -
The Strait of Gibraltar is an important habitat for a large number of cetaceans,
including four resident and three migratory species . It also represents the

second busiest shipping area n the world, with app roximately 90,000 ships per
year transiting towards the Atlantic Ocean or the M editerranean Sea. This Study
intends to catalogue the skin lesions observed in ¢ etaceans of the Strait of
Gibraltar and to determine their most probable caus  e.

: MATERIAL AND METHODS
Our research took place in the Strait of Gibraltar and the
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During this period, a total of 3,837 sightings were  “recorded, including species such as the bottlenose dolphin( Tugsigps ™

truncatus), long-finned pilotwhale ( Globicephala mefas), Striped dolphin ( Stenella coeruleoalba) and sperm Whalﬁ

macrocephalus). All of these species are resident or semi-reside  nt in the studied area and some individuals shgwed

lesions. We classified the obseri#ed skin lesigns‘th three categories, according to the probability of influence of anthrop

activities in the studied area: o p = i i

w4 - Possible: lesions often associated with unrelatad ; skin injurieﬁ.as scis (excluding tooth rakes), cut S or scratches.
- Probable: discologation, ulcerations; kin abrasio ns, polypsand the
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human activities, due to the influence of possitl'e contaminat,dumps from the close populations or from the many ships that

cross the Strait every day. Similar cauliflower-lik = e growths hav€& been.observedsin bottlenose dolphins in the Indian River F]
Lagoon System (Florida), area kfiown to have high le  vel of human pollution, especially heavy metals whi ch may affect the
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-~ Therefore, according to.-:ddr#ﬂehz,ﬂ,it cambe coneludedthat most of theskins= "=

~Jesionspresent inthe.cetaceans studied in the.Sirait of Gibreftar ave itk =

= probabilityste be the-conseqtence of anthropogenic catises;probably due igf“--;
= the high level'ef human agtivity in-the Strait of Gibraltar.
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