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INTRODUCTION

The short-beaked common dolphin is one of the four resident dolphin species of the Strait of Gibraltar . It is listed by the IUCN as 
critically endangered. The Strait of Gibraltar and the adjacent Alboran Sea are thought to contain the last large populations of this 
species in the whole Mediterranean Sea.
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RESULTS

During the study period, the number of observations  of common dolphins declined by 55%, and group size by 68%. These 
decreases are much more significant in the Strait o f Gibraltar than in the Bay of Algeciras. The main causes for these decreases are 
probably (in order of significance): bycatch, habit at loss and prey depletion. Bycatch still takes a si gnificant toll on this species as 
long driftnets are still being used in these waters , despite the ban in all Mediterranean waters. Incre asing human activities 
(increased numbers of fast ferries and intensificat ion of their transit, development of mega-harbours in the area) probably play an 
important role in the displacement of this species.  Whale watching seems to be of little impact as thi s species is not the main 
targeted cetacean species in the Strait. On the oth er hand, this species is the main target in the Bay of Algeciras for four companies 
based in Gibraltar, which do not comply with whale- watching best practice.

CONCLUSIONS

From our observations we can conclude that common dolphins population has declined in 
number of sightings and group size much more in the Strait of Gibraltar than in the Bay of 
Algeciras. The main causes are probably bycatch , habitat loss and prey depletion . Whale 
watching seems to be of little impact in the Strait, as this species is not the main targeted 
cetaceanspecies, but could be an important threat in the Bay of Algeciras due to uncontrolled 
whale watching. This fast pace could be due to either displacement or removal. It appears that 
the present measures of conservation are inadequate and /or insufficient .
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METHODOLOGY

Our research took place in the Strait of Gibraltar and the Bay of Algecriras from April to October 2003  though 2007. Data was 
collected from an opportunistic platform of observa tion (the whale-watching boats “Jackelin (1)” and “Do lphin Safari” (2) and 
included sighting frequency, group size, behaviour as well as reactions to the vessels.

Fig.(1): Boat with glass botton and capacity for
160 passenger.

Fig.(2): Its speed makes is ideal for small groups to
cross the Strait in search of all the species, specially
killer whales in summer time. 

Graph 1:The number of sightings of Common dolphin 
decreases more significantly in the Strait of Gibra ltar 
than in Bay of Algeciras.

Graph 2: General decrease in sightings independentl y 
from the study zone.

Graph 3: Decrease of group size per sighting over t he 
years.
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