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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS

The population of killer whales in the Strait of Gibraltar is very small, possibly
isolated and faces an important number of threats, including direct takes. More and
more intense interactions with fisheries are leading to an increasing problem as the
tuna stocks decrease rapidly. These killer whales have a unique hunting technique
that is most probably transmitted vertically; they thus represent a cultural unit of
conservation. The additional threats of vessel collisions, pollution, and last but not
least epidemic disease outbreak (e.g. morbillivirus) add significant concern to the fgigure 2: The stranded female
conservation status of this population. We recommend that the relevant authorities 5, may 2006 was severely
from the range states take urgent action in order to protect this populatlon L et
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INTRODUCTION & MATERIAL AND"METHODS i

of orca feed on tuna during 2 different seasons-apd using 2 different

trate . Nevertheless, these orcas have also been observed feedlng on
ther preys b durlng the tuna season and when no bluefin tuna is present.
'This small population faces. 'real challenge by living in this complex environment

opportunity in the Strait of Gibraltar during spring through fall from
7. The PVA was carrled out using the Vortex program.
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extinction in the next 100 yéars. :
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Is is possibly resident and
- " Figure 1: A killer whale taken in
the Strait of Gibraltar in 2004.
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